Database Practical Report
On setting up the database project I didn’t immediately complete the obligatory content. Instead I began adding in little extras right from the start. For the tables, I added in the  validation text but found no need for default values. 

As soon as I had finished the tables I started to make my queries. I followed the guidelines closely and it wasn’t until I had started to design my interface using forms that I added my own queries in. I designed all my forms in design view, and you should notice that every page contains the same layout (ie Font, grids, page size). This was a very tedious part of the project of which I spent many hours fighting with little arrows and boxes in order to get them into the exact space I want them. I also set up a tabs menu which you can scroll through the “Main Menu” tab, the “Queries” tab and the “Reports” tab.


After I had set up a basic interface I turned my attention towards the reports. While completing the specified reports I also added afew of my own that fitted the project.


After I had set up all the basics I turned my attention towards adding extras.

Here are the extras that I added:

· I created a tests table with which I was able to link in the relationships the test numbers and the test names without having to add another field in other tables.

· I started off downloading a whole variety of medical images and put a different one on each form but finally scrapped the idea and settled for just one image on the main menu.

· My basic structure consisted of the “Expedition” appearance but I found that I was limited to keep within the boundaries of that format so I customised my own format. I added a rectangle with the same coordinates in every page which gave it a more professional look.
· I kept the same font and colour for every page except for the signature at the bottom left.

· I experimented with option groups, (Option buttons, check boxes, toggle buttons) but decided to go with just the option buttons as they were handy for representing a large amount of options without taking up too much space by using buttons. I created macros to control the option buttons and then pointed the submit button to the macro.

· I created a handy drop menu or combo box which I found great as it held alot of options but they didn’t take up space on the screen.

· I added titles to the main pages.

· You can find handy navigation buttons dotted around the program, eg(“Back to main menu”) these button work so when you open the main menu page you actually close the other form. This is handy as it doesn’t clog up your task bar with open forms.I had to search the VB look for where it opens the main menu and then type in the code (DoCmd.Close)

· When you open up a form with a record in it eg ”Patients Details” you find record navigation buttons which let you select “next record, first record, previous record and last record”.

· I also added to the standard error messages that Access enters as default to a more appropriate message. To do this I had to edit the VB code where it says “err.message” and I added my own. An example of this is if you go to the final record in “Doctors details” and if you click next record it will tell you this is the last record.

· In the main details forms, eg(Patients, appointments and doctors) I added some record operations eg(Add record, save record and delete record). This allows you to input your own information. If you wanted to add yourself as a patient you could go to patients details, add you details, then you could go to appointments and add an appointment. All off which the relationships would link to each other.

· In the appointments table, on various fields I added combo boxes as the display control so that when input specific data instead of typing it in you could select it from a box. This is illustrated best on the appointments details form.

· I also converted most tables and queries to forms and reports and decided which was the best way to represent them.

· I got my main menu page to launch and maximise once the program is opened by setting up a macro and then calling it autoexec.
